
Lesson:
Chapter 15: Double Entry Journal

Essential Questions: 
What connections can you make with the character, the text, or the 

author?
How does connecting with a character help us make meaning of a text?

What challenges do immigrant families face?



Class: Integrated ENL, grade 5

Background of Students: Georgia (Georgian), El Salvador (Spanish), Brazil (Portuguese/Chinese), Venezuela 
(Spanish, Chinese), USA (Spanish), Uzbekistan (Uzbek)

Unit (Central Focus): Novel Studies:
Front Desk: Making Personal Connections with Texts

Essential Question: What connections can you make with the character, the text, or the author?
How does connecting with a character help us make meaning of a text?
What challenges do immigrant families face?

Duration: 45 minutes Date: 12/11/19

Standards: • 5R2: Determine a theme or central idea and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize a text. 

• 5R4: Determine the meaning of words, phrases, figurative language, academic, and 
content-specific words and analyze their effect on meaning, tone, or mood. (

• 5R9: Use established criteria to categorize texts and make informed judgments about 
quality; make connections to other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras and personal 
experiences. 

• 5W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to explore a topic and convey ideas and 
information relevant to the subject.

• 5SL1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners; 
express ideas clearly and persuasively, and build on those of others

• 5L3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening.

• 5L5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings.

Objectives: Content Objective(s): SWBAT: 
• Read & interpret a quote from 

a grade level text
• Make connections with the text 
• Complete a double entry 

journal about the quote
• Write a complete paragraph 

with an introduction, body, and 
conclusion.

Language
Objectives:

• Discuss guiding questions 
about the quote with a partner, 
using complete sentences.

• Express their connection with 
or explanation of the quote in 
writing, using academic 
language specific to the task 
(see Success Criteria)

Expected Evidence of Learning 
(Assessment):

Teacher will collect students’ Double Entry Journals. Students will be expected to 
follow Success Criteria or a model in order to be able to evaluate their completion of the 
learning target.



Procedures: • Teacher will read aloud chapter 15 to students, stopping along the way for discussion 
or clarification.

• Teacher will introduce the quote to the students that will be used in the double entry 
journal.

• Teacher will share with students that they will discuss the quote with a partner using 
the guiding questions (attached).

• T will distribute guiding questions and students will meet in predetermined pairs 
(appointment agendas, attached)

• Students will discuss the quote in partnerships, while T rotates the room, meeting 
with students in their partnerships

• Afterwards, T will review the success criteria for the Double Entry Journal (attached) 
and the sentence starters for expressing a connection (attached)

• Ss will work independently on their Double Entry Journals, and T will conference 
with individuals as they work

• Ss will have a chance to share their work at the end of the lesson, expressing the 
connections they’ve made with the quote

Resources/Materials: • Front Desk Book
• Discussion Questions   
• Double Entry Journal Success Criteria Chart
• Expressing Connections Sentence Starter Chart
• Double Entry Journals

Differentiation strategies: • Students may use a partially filled in Double Entry Journal
• Students may use sentence starters provided, or may write freely
• Talking their ideas out with a partner beforehand may help struggling students get 

started



Double Entry Journal

Front Desk, Chapter 15

From the Text From your Mind

In chapter 15, Mia’s mother 

expresses sadness about Mia 

losing her Chinese. She says:

“That’s the thing about 

moving kids from one 

country to another. 

They’re not good at 

either language.”

Use the anchor chart to help you complete the table below. 

Consider the quote from the text and share some ideas, your reaction, an 

opinion,  or a connection or comparison in the “from your mind” column.

Name: _________ Date: ______

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________



Why do you think Mia’s mom said this?

Do you agree with Mia’s mother, 

why or why not? 

Have you ever had a similar experience 

forgetting (some of) one of your 

languages?

Chapter 15 Reflection Questions
Distribute the discussion questions among the classroom. Have 

students find someone on their “appointment agenda” 
to discuss with. 

What are some reasons that it is important 

to keep your first language? 



What are some reasons that it is important 

to learn English?

Chapter 15 Reflection Questions
Distribute the discussion questions among the classroom. Have 

students find someone on their “appointment agenda” 
to discuss with. 

What are some ways you can try to hold 

onto your first language?



Time: Name:

1:00

2:00

3:00

4:00

5:00

Front Desk
Appointment Agendas

Name: _____________



Double Entry Journal

Front Desk, Chapter 18

From the Text From your Mind

In chapter 18, Lupe says:

“There are two roller coasters in 

America- one for rich people 

and one for poor people. On the 

rich roller coaster people have 

money, so their kids get to go to 

great schools. Then they grow 

up and make a lot of money, so 

their kids get to go to great 

schools. And ’round and ‘round 

they go… poor people are on a 

different roller coaster…” (p.81-

82)

Mia says “We had* to get off the 

bad roller coaster and onto the 

good one.: (p. 83)

Use the anchor chart to help you complete the table below. 

Consider the quote from the text and share some ideas, your reaction, an 

opinion,  or a connection or comparison in the “from your mind” column.

Name: _________ Date: ______

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________






















